By Fiona van der Plaat

Outside the chapel of the
Pope John Paul 11 Polish Cath-
olic Centre in Narrabundah
stands an oversized bust of its
saintly patron.

The inscription under the
bust is a quote from the homily
for his funeral in 2005, deliv-
ered by Cardinal Joseph Ratz-
inger, his successor as Pope
Benedict XVI: “We can be sure
that our beloved Pope is stand-
ing today at the window of the

Father’s house, that he sees us
and blesses us. Yes, bless us,
Holy Father.”

For the Polish Society of
Christ’s provincial superior
Very Rev Przemyslaw S Karas-
iuk, known as Fr Sylvester,

those words were especially |

meaningful as the priests pre-
pared to celebrate the canonisa-

tion of their countryman Pope

John Paul I1. ;
The society took the lead in

organising a thanksgnnn

Mass, celebrated by

Christopher Prowse at m i

topher’s Cathedral on the
of the canonisation.

Although the society sched-
uled a six-day provincial retreat

and Mass for its own commu-
nity in the following wgds. it
felt it was important to “share”
its thanksgiving celebrations

with both the Italian commu-
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nity (in honour of Pope John

XXIII) and the general congre-

gation.

“John Paul II is not only a
saint for Polish people; he’s a
gift for the whole Church,” Fr
Sylvester said. 3

“Every canonisation does
something to revitalise the
Church ... and this one is not
just about John Paul II but also
John XXIIL.™”

The earlier pope’s sainthood
was also marked by Australian
National University’s John
XXIII College, which held a
prayer service and dinner to
honour the occasion.

Fr Sylvester said the canoni-
sation of two popes strongly
linked by Vatican II “reminds
us about the changes it brought
to the Church™.

For Fr Sylvester and his
Society of Christ brothers,

there is no getting past their
special connection to John Paul

held at their centre is a relic of
the Polish pope, provided by his
private secretary Cardinal
Stanislaw Dziwisz.

A collection of Vatican
medals and coins to commemo-

house.... Pope John
II. The most valued treasure rate every year of his papacy} '

At the window of the Father's

OKNIE DOMU QJCA PATRZY NA
NAS | NAM BZOGOSEAWI. TAK,
BEOGOSKAW NAM, 0JCZE SWIETY

and gthex;mxlgstones is also on
display & e

Fr Sylvester saw Pope John
Paul Il a number of times and
met him once, as part of a small
group of priests, in 2000.

e mmembers the | powerful
effect he had on crowds om

ple in general, but particularly

the Poles as they fought for
freedom from communist rule
in  the late 1980s. “He knew how

_!’0 encourage people to not be
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s over Fr Syivester and the Polish commumty :

afraid: to be free but also to be
responsible for their freedom.™
Fr Sylvester said. “When you
met him, you felt he was a man
of prayer, as well.™

* New saints’ contrasting
vision of papacy, Page 8.




